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DEFENSIBLE SPACE
Defensible space is the buffer
between your structure and the
surrounding area.

Adequate defensible space acts as a
barrier to slow or halt the
progress of fire that would
otherwise engulf your property.

It also helps ensure the safety of
firefighters defending your home.
Defensible space is the first line of
defense for your home against
wildfire.





ZONE 1: The firstfive feet fromyour home is themost important. ZONE 2:Regularly cleardead or dryvegetation andcreate spacebetween trees.
ZONE 3:Continue reducingpotential fuelwithin 100 feet orthe property line.



🎥 Film: Fire Chief Debunks Defensible Space Myth (13min)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4JpOdS9ffI

🎥 Film:What is Defensible Space? Get to know your Zero Zone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPlLXb_MHuo (7 minutes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4JpOdS9ffI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPlLXb_MHuo


 Home hardening is the term used todescribe vegetation managementcompliance and building materials used toresist the intrusion of flames or embersprojected by a wildland fire.
 It can be applied to new construction or forretrofitting an older home.
 Home Hardening considers the relationshipbetween your home and its exposure tonearby combustible features such asvegetation, vehicles, accessory buildings, oreven miscellaneous structures like a fence.



Three types of fire exposures
Direct flame contact Embers Radiant heat

• Educational messages have mostly focused on reducing direct flame contact through defensible space.
• Preparing for embers and radiant heat exposures requires different approaches.







Rain gutter to roof edge Fence to houseRoof-to-wall

Ember entry via gable end vent Ember entry via under-eave vents
Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety Photo: TomWelch

Vulnerable locations

Embersphotographedfrom inside anattic at theIBHS lab.



CAL FIREDamage Inspection (DINS) – damaged homes

Photos: CAL FIRE

63% of damagedhomes were fromradiant heat
Radiant heat

Flame – indirect ember

Radiant heat

Flame – fuel continuity(?)

Direct or indirect (?) ember ignition

Flame – indirect ember



Location (and cause) of fire damage
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Near home flammables to eave

Fence to wall, eave
Near-home vegetation to eave Wall and window

Bark mulch to wall

Gutter fire









Protecting your home fromwildfire: take homepoints
Direct flame contact Embers

• Surface fuelmanagement insurrounding wildlands
• Good defensible space
• No bark mulch orwood fence ‘wicks’ tohouse

• Remove near homefuels
• Bark mulch
• Leaf litter
• Stored objects

• Clean gutters
• Ember-proof vents

5 ft non-combustible zone

“Zone 0” will apply to homes in high fire hazard zones



Protecting your home fromwildfire: take homepoints
Radiant heat • Apply same fire safe principals to shedsand other outbuildings

• Practice fuel reduction at theneighborhood scale
• For surfaces in close proximity toneighbors:

• Tempered glass in both window panes
• Window shutters
• Non-combustible siding




